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UNITED STATES HISTORY

 BIG IDEAS
AMERICAN IDENTITIES

Since its colonial beginnings, the 
American identity has been formed 
by sometimes uneasy and evolving 
relationships among many people.

LABOR AND TECHNOLOGY

New machines and technologies 
have expanded America’s 
agricultural and industrial 
productivity, but often at the 
expense of workers, both free  
and enslaved. 

AMERICA AND THE WORLD

America’s role in the world began 
on the periphery and has moved to 
take a central place.

REFORM AND RENEWAL

The Puritan mission to create a City 
on a Hill has been adopted in many 
forms throughout America’s history, 
resulting in social and political 
movements that reinvigorate and 


